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MAY, 1886. 


THE MONTH. 


Tax present Parliament is showing iteelf earnest on the Temperance quest,on. 
The Sunday Closing Bill for the county of Durham was passed by « decisive 
majority, Another good piece of work was done in the carrying of a measure 
prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors to children under thirteen years of age. 
- Tt had been found that no fewer than seven thousand children had visited about two 
handred public-houses on a particular Saturday night between the hours of nine and 
twelve. One would have thought that no one would attempt to justify the sale of 
alcoholic drinks to children of tender years, and yet strong opposition was made to 
the Bill on the ofd, stale ground that it was an interference with the liberty of the 
subject,—as if no legislation to protect children had ever been found necessary before. 
A noteworthy fact was that the working men representatives stated that a large 
majority of their class would welcome a Bill of this kind, which would protect their 
children from the public-house, Sir Wilfrid Lawson's absence has evidently not 
deprived the Temperance cause of its influence in the House. 


The Bill for authorizing the sale of the sites of churches which had been deserted 
by the population in London, was easily carried, but not without some opposition. 
The object of selling the sites in question was explained to be that the money might 
be applied for making provision for the spiritual wants of the poor and crowded 
population in new districts of the great metropolis. This object is eminently worthy 
of support, and it commended itself to the judgment of the House of Lords, as it 
will to the general opinion of the religious public. The objections to the measure 
were either purely illusory or superstitious. It was pointed out that no such danger 
would arise in a sanitary point of view as was foretold from the fact that the sites 
included ancient churchyards, and that it was of far greater consequence to provide 
for the spiritual necessities of the living than to leave in desolation the resting-places 
of the forgotten dead. 


The death of the Rev. Dr. Stanford has removed a very well-known and very 
dearly esteemed figure from the religious world. Seldom has a funeral service 
created more widespread interest than that which took place at Denmark Place 
Baptist Chapel, Camberwell, where he had been pastor for twenty-eight years. Mr. 


Spurgeon said most appropriately on the occasion that they felt “they had lost a 


foremost champion. Charles Stanford was a bright and happy Christian, notwith- 
standing that he hardly knew what a day’s good health was. He was a minister not 


merely for South London, but for the world. In the backwoods of America and in 


‘ 
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Australia there would be tears over his death. His books were sweetness itself, and 
light in marvellous proportions.” Mr. Spargeon, alluding to the blindness and 
heart disease from which Dr. Stanford suffered, emphasized the lesson of stead- 
fastness to daty as the moral of the life just closed. 


The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Metropolitan Tabernaci¢ was observed on the 
25th March. The opening sermon in the building was preached by Mr. Spurgeon on 
the afternoon of the 25th of March, 1861, the late Rev. Dr. Brock (of Bloomsbury) 
taking the evening service. The great preacher said at the last anniversary that he 
had never sought to invent new forms of trath adapted to this remarkable century. 
He never invented anything, becanse he never thought that a part of his calling. 
He only took the word of God, and became the mouth of God unto the people. In 
concluding his remarks, Mr. Spurgeon said that he had finished thirty-one volumes 
of his sermons, gnd that he had been staggered many a time at the sight of the 


great congregation before him. 


The custom of profane swearing has, most happily, become so rare among the better 
classes of society that it is rather startling to hear of a prosecation on that ground. 
Such a prosectition, however, was lately instituted before the magistrates at Bromley 
under a statute of George IT, and resulted in « conviction and the imposition of « 
fine. What is to be regretted is that it should have been found necessary to appeal 
to an old law. The progress of Christian sentiment in the country has been marked 
by the disuse of that profanity in language which was at one time so common, even 
in the most aristocratic circles. 


The thirty-second annual meeting on behalf of Wesleyan Methodist education 
was held in Exeter (lower) Hall, and a hopeful tone pervaded the speeches. It was 
regretted, however, that the Wesleyan schools had in one respect fallen from their 
usual proud eminence. “ For the first time,” said the report, “the Board schools 
have obtained the highest grant—a distinetion which has hitherto belonged to 
Wesleyan schools.” The Rev. Dr. Rigg, on taking the chair after the retirement 
of Mr. Pocock, made a feeling reference to the death of Mr. Forster, whose name, 
he said, should be held in reverent memory in a Methodist education meeting. 
A truer, a kindlier, 2. more disinterested man—a man of more unaffected, noble, 
and sterling character, he had never met in his life. 


Some very touching articles from the pen of the Rev. J. Surman Cooke have 
been appearing in the papers. In the second of these, entitled “ One-Room Life,” Mr. 
Cooke gives a few instances of the wretched conditions under which such vast multi- 
tudes of the industrious poor are compelled to live; and adds, “These are but 
samples of three thousand single rooms in St. Luke's alone, according to the 
official return to the Home Secretary . . . . In South London, and in certain 
areas in the West, at the very gates of our glittering civilization, the same scenes 
are to be found in & weary monotony of misery. The London Mission, whatever 
be its larger evangelistic efforta, mast study and adapt itself to these complex social 
conditions‘of crowded London life. Here spiritual and social destitution are in- 
separably linked, and act and react. We cannot adjust the problems of work and 
wages. We must wait patiently for the work which legislation will accomplish for 
the better housing of the poor, but which will only touch the rim of the difficulty.” 
The problem truly is very great and very dark, but the earnest effort to grapple 
with it im the strength of God will, we are assured, not be made in vain. . 


| 
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pretation of the Scriptures, and their methods of church activity, making them 
main! democratic sort. Their worship would also be marked by a much 
broader social principle than formerly. The pulpit also would be affected by the 
change, and there might be expected more warmth and glow in connexion with 


the hearing of the Word of God. Further, there was an alteration in the ideal of 
the Church ; it was becoming less individual and more social. Yet, again, the new 
spirit was making it more difficult for Christians to hate one another. The spirit 


of the new democracy seemed to be an answer to the prayer of Christ that all 


to many who look on the democratic spirit as hostile to Christian influences. We 
are inclined to believe that these fears are very much exaggerated, but that they 
are not altogether groundless. This is certain, at least—that the Church must adapt 
‘its means and methods to the new condition of things. The blessing, however, must 


The sectarianism which has shown itself in connexion with the nursing arrange- 
ments at some of the London hospitals, has led to a good deal of discussion and 
comment. It is to be hoped that the strong expression of public feeling will not be 
without effect on the governing bodies of the few hospitals in question. It is satis- 
factory to know that in the great majority of these charitable institutions there is 
nothing of this narrow bigotry, but all denominations of Christians are recognized in 
& just and kindly spirit. 

A large number of friends assembled at Harley House, Bow, at the invitation of 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Grattan Guinness, on the occasion of the departure for their various 
spheres of labour of a number of missionaries from the East London Institute. The 
meeting was more especially under the auspices of the Kabyle Mission and the 
Friends’ Foreign Missionary Society, One of those who were going abroad was Dr. 
Casparian, a medical missionary, who was to return to his own country, Armenia. 


The second reading, without a division, of Mr. Leatham’s Bill for restricting 
the sale of advowsons and next presentations, shows that the feeling is gaining 
ground against that sort of traffic. The most noteworthy incident of the debate was 
the speech of Mr. Childers, who said he should vote for the Bill as an improvement 
on the present state of things, but did not think it would settle the question. So 
long as either advowsons or next presentations could be sold, we could never get 
salutary and effective reform. The sale of livings must be altogether done away 
with, and short of that, nothing would be satisfactory, We trast Mr. Childers’ views 
may soon find practical realization. It is surely time to cease thrusting men into 
the priest’s office, that they “ may eat a piece of bread.” 


The death of Archbishop Trench-was not unexpected, but the departare of few 
dignitaries of the Church could be regretted by a wider cirele, His books had made 


him known among men of every Church, and one is ee. 
K 


At the opening meeting of the Southern Conference of General Baptist | 

Churches, the Rev. Dr, Clifford delivered an address on “The New Democracy and 

the Christian Chareh,” in which he said that they were justified in expecting that 

the spirit of the new democracy would affect their conception of God, their inter- 

might be one. Dr. Clifford, we think, attributes too mach to the political change 

which has taken place in our country in its bearing on Christian life. It is pleasant, 

however, to see one who is so impressed with the bright side of things in contrast 

come from direct spiritual sources. Social arrangements may remove obstacles and 

widea the channels, but are powerless to do more. 
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them in the library of any minister. He was something of a poet, a philologist, and 
a theologian, possessing these attribates in happy combination. The late Arch- 
bishop was very well known and liked in London, having held for seven years the 
Deanery of Westminster. He was selected as one of the editors of the New Com- 
mentary on the Bible, proposed by the Speaker of the House of Commons. Dr. 
Trench leaves behind him an enduring reputation for high-souled integrity of pur- 
pose and deep devotion to the interests of the Church of which he was a0 conspicuous 
an ornament. His place in English literstare is also no mean one, and his works 
have the especial merit of being really usefal. 


We are glad to learn that « promising movement in the way of Christian 
liberality of sentiment has been announced. The spring meetings of the Congrega- 
tionalists and Baptists bave usually been held in different weeks. This year they 
both fall on the second week of May; and, on the proposal of the Baptists, it bas 
been cordially agreed that on one day there shal! be a combined meeting of the two 
Unions. This is one of many tokens that Christians are beginning to feel that 
greater combination among themselves is necessary in the presence of the vice and 
unbelief of the present day. 


The meetings held in the Metropolis in connexion with the Livingstonia Mission 
ought to accomplish something in the way of arousing warmer interest in the work 
carried on at Lake Nyassa by the Free Charch of Scotland. At the first meeting 
the chair was occupied by Sir Donald Currie, and at the meeting at Mildmay Park, 
the Rev. Dr. Oswald Dykes presided. Dr. George Smith, Secretary of the Foreign 
Missions of the Free Church, and Dr. Laws, delivered most interesting addresses. 
The latter described the mission work in its various features— educational, medical, 
and evangelistic. “very hour,” said Dr. Laws in closing, ‘‘720 of our fellow-men die 
in Africa, and of these only two have ever had the opportunity of hearing about 
Jesus.” This mission is especially associated with the name of David Livi 
whose heroic career will always be associated with the no longer Dark Continent 
of Africa. 


The work of evangelization and the course of mission services keeps on — 
encouragingly both in our own country and in America. Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
have been as successful in Texas and the regions of the South as they were in 
Canada and the Northern States. Messrs. Jones and Small went to Chicago, where 
great preparations had been made for their reception. Their work at Cincinnati had 
made them thoroughly well known by reputation, and the public was eagerly anxious 
to hear the evangelists. Mr. Jones at the close of the first week felt greatly 
encouraged, and declared that he had never had more promising meetings. 


The Rev. W. Henry Aitken has not been idle since his return from America. 
At Cambridge he held a nine days’ mission, and a very general interest has been 
felt in his work among senior’ as well as junior men. The end of the term, 


however, by dispersing the members of the University, made it difficult to follow 
up the work. 


_ Lord Bramwell’s ideas about the Lord’s-day appear to be rather singular, In 
the debate on the question of opening Maszeums and Natural Galleries on that holy 
day, he gravely quoted King James I.'s “ Book of Sports;” as if it were an authori- 
tative declaration of what was deemed right to do on the day of rest. He said, 
farther, “Let there be, not only abstinence from work, but from meetings for 


| 
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religious worship; it was a day for recreation and enjoyment.” Lord Bramwell’s 
notions savour more of heathenism than of Christianity; bat even the working 
men, on whose behalf Sunday opening professes to be brought forward, are shrewd 
enough to see that if Sanday is to be a mere day of pleasure, it will soon become 
a day of labour, as it is on the Continent in Roman Catholic countries. 


4 


The death of Mr. W. E. Forster has been an important event in our political 
world, and has called forth a very large amount of appreciative reference, as well 
as more extended eulogies. It is in connexion with the great Education Act of 
1870 that he especially deserves io be mentioned in a religious counexion. The 
greatest difficulty that Act had to deal with was the religious one, and Mr. 
Forster's treatment of it led to much misunderstanding and bitterness. On that 
controygrsy we do not need to touch. The benefits that Act has conferred have, 
however, surpassed the hopes of its promoters; especially has it had # most 
marvellous effect in diminishing the amount of juvenile crime. In view of this, 
Mr. Forster deserves to be gratefully remembered as one of the great benefactors 
of his country. 


The Protestant Alliance has most seasonably called attention to the Patronage 
Act submitted to Convocation, with a view to its being put before Parliament 
and passed as law. By the ninth section of this Act, “A Roman Catholic patron 
may nominate a clerk to the Board of Patronage, who shall, if they think fit, present 
him to the Bishop.” This means, in plain English, that the right to present to 
livings in the Church of England, which had been taken away from Roman Catholic 
patrons at the Reformation and transferred to the Universities, was again to be 
restored to those patrons, although they still professed Popish views. A power 
like this could only be conscientivusly used by appointing clergymen whose views 
were as much in sympathy with Rome as possible. The measure, therefore, while 
merely professing to remove a disability, is ominous of mischief to the Church, and 
ought to be strenuously resisted by all who hold Evangelical views. 


The Rev. Dr. Stanford, whose decease we mentioned in a preceding note, was 
a member of the Council of the Evangelical Alliance, and had been so for about 
four years. The Alliance has_lost some. other distinguished members during the 
bygone month. The Earl of Chichester and Lord Wriothesley Russell were Vice- 
Presidents of the Alliance for many years. The first-named of these noblemen was 
conspicuous for his warm interest in various branches of Christian enterprise. Both 
of them adorned their high rank and position by a godly and consistent life, and by 


their willingness to promote the cause of Christ as they had opportunity. In the 


remoral of such men we sustain a great loss, and one not easily repaired. 


The May meetings come on us before the month of May has begun. Some 
interesting gatherings of this kind have been held already. ~The Open-air Mission 
still carries on with vigour its most useful work, and its report is a satisfactory 
record of self-denying labour. The Zenana Mission, with its education work among 
the women of India, has also made public what it has been doing, and how it has 
prospered. At the evening meeting in connexion with the Thames Church Mission, 


the Secretary (the Rey. H. Bloomer) gave an account of the work of the mission, — 


illustrated by dissolving views. At the gathering, in Exeter Hall, in connexion with 
the Midnight Meeting movement, Admiral Fishbourn, who presided, in speaking of 


| 
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the noble souls engaged in this reseue work, complained of their isolation, their 
lonely, unassisted efforts. Amidst all the political questions of the day, what, asked 
he, was of more moment than the question of national immorality, by which the well- 
being of a nation was threatened ? He then gave some touching pictares of his 
visits to the poor brawling slaves of the most tyrannical of vices, and eloquently 
implored the women to come forward and save their falling and fallen sisters, for to 
them Heaven had appointed this high work. 


A remarkable “two days’ Conference of Christians” was held at the Young 
Men's Christian Association Rooms, Aldersgate Street. The great subject con- 
sidered at this conference was the “ Evangelization of the World.” Various branches 
of mission work were brought under review, Mr. George Williams directing attention 
specially to the conversion of the Jews, and Mr. Eugene Stock initiating s highly 
instructive discussion on missionary efforts in Africa, in the course of which he 
touched on the heroism and self-devotion of tue late Bishop Hannington, whose last 
message to the king was, “ Tell him that the new route to Uganda has been pur- 
chased by my life, and that I die for the people of Uganda.” Several ladies spoke 
at the afternoon meeting of the second day with special reference to the work among 
the women of India, China, and Japan. The result of the conference will be, we 
trust, to hasten the day when the kingdoms of the world shall become the kingdoms 
of the Lord and of His Christ. 


LITERARY. 
Ix the Psalms of David there is laid up a treasury of profound and spiritual 


experience which is absolately inexhaustible from age to age. The children of God | 


draw forth from that precious store lessons of wisdom and consolation, and use the 
language, honoured by the love and reverence of centuries, to express their own 
convictions, aspirations, and desires. The seven Penitential Psalms especially embody 
the peculiar experience of the believer in his sorrow for sin, ending in the joy of 
assured forgiveness and acceptance. The tone of sorrow is very frequent in the 
Psalms, but there also we learn how grief may be transmuted into holy joy. This 
lesson is brought out beautifully in “The Valley of Weeping, a Place of Springs,” 
by the Rev. Dr. Charles B. Bell, Ieector of Cheltenham, and Canon of Carlisle 
(Hodder and Stoughton). It is a practical exposition of the Thirty-second Psalm. 
The style of the work may be gathered from the following passage: “ In a calm 
evening of summer, this vision’ may be seen on Windermere, as no doubt elsewhere. 
You are in a boat on those delicious waters, and your face is turned towards the 
sun, which is setting in splendour towards the west, suffusing the skies in that 
quarter of the heavens with a rich and golden light. Nothing buat brightness meets 
your gaze. But if you tarn your eyes away from the glory towards the east, the 
whole landscape is sombre and grey, the hills are in shadow, and the scenery wears 
an air of melancholy and sadness. Light in the west, darkness in the east ; glory 
in the west, and gloom in the east. Is not this a figure of what is, and of what shall 
be? Let the western skies, glowing in the west, be the symbol of our future; and 
the eastern skies, which the twilight is clothing in her sober livery, be our present. 


Then we may say, in the present there is ignorance ; in the fature shall be knowledge. | 


In the present, sorrow; in the fature, joy. Im the present, sin; in the future, 


holiness. In the present, weakness and pain ; in the future, immortal strength and 


eternal beauty. In the present, durkness; in the future, light.” 


| 
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George Whitefield is one of the most unique and striking figures in modern | 
religious history. He was a man by -himself, whose like the world will not easily see 
again. Although his sermons are much less read than they deserve, the leading facts 


of his life are pretty genereally known. Several biographies of him have appeared, 
but we are glad to welcome the small volame, entitled “ Whitefield Anecdotes,” 


by Dr. Macaulay (Religious Tract Society). The anecdotes are so arranged as to 
give the thread of his life. The little book is an excellent addition to the preceding 
ones of the “ Anecdote Series.” 


“ Ureula’s Beginnings” is an American tale by the author of “ Quiet Corners ”’ 
(Howe Benning), the main purpose of which is to show how girls may make their 
lives both beautifal and usefal by devotion to the duties nearest home. The 
American life and scenery, described in a lively and easy style, will not make it less 
acceptable on this side of the Atlantic. “ Elsie’s Auntie” enforces the hesson of 
bearing one another's burdens, It is a touching little tale, and ends with the erection 
of St. Barb’s Convalescent Home, two wards in which are devoted to sickly little 
ones from the great metropolis. “Ivor Rees,” which gives the early life of a 
Welsh cowherd, teaches much the same moral as the preceding story. It closes, 
also, with the founding of an institute by the hero of the tale, who remarks, however, 
when he is left to do it single-handed, “ How difficalt it is to create anything like 
enthusiasm in people to do good!” These books are all from the Religious Tract 
Society, and ought to help in kindling that much-needed enthusiasm. 


“ Rifted Clouds” is the life story of Bella Cooke, written by herself. It 
appeared first in America, but the English edition, by Messrs. Hodder and 
Stoughton, is authorized by the writer. She was born in Hall, but her parents 
removed to Sheffield while she was yet a child. Her parents were Methodists, 
and she was early led to acceptance of the Saviour. Mr. Cooke, whom she 
married, was a truly Christian man. In- consequence of repeated losses in 
business, he determined to go to America, 
there. Mrs. Cooke's health failed, and for thirty y 
great weariness and pain. The whole story of her life is a record of severe and 
protracted trial, but also, and far more emphatically, ‘‘a record of loving-kindness and 
tender mercies.” It is a book well fitted to make most Christians ashamed of 
their lakewarmness and lack of faith, and a book that is full of comfort and 


encouragement to all who are passing through a discipline of suffering and sorrow. 


“St. Paul’s Teaching on Sanctification” is also entitled “A Practical 
Exposition of Romans vi.” by Dr: James Morison. The author tells us that by 
practical exposition he does not mean free and easy observations or pious reflec- 
tions, but the unfolding of the thoughts which lie in the text in such @ style and 
language as may best commend them to the intelligence of the public. “ When 
thus speaking, the expositor should present to the public, not so much the processes 
as the results of scientific exegesis.” Dr. Morison takes up the text of the chapter 
and deals with it very carefully, making ® strict attention to the words and grammar 
the foundation of his labours in tracing the line of thought and bringing out the 
fulness of the Apostle’s meanivg. It is a book that will be valued by biblical 
scholars, and perhaps all the more that it deals with » passage which “ has not, to 
any appreciable extent, been turned into an arena of theological gladiatorship.” 
The subject of Sanctification is an eminently practical one in the highest sense 
of the word. | 


‘ 
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THE ‘PURITY MOVEMENT. 
Tur last quarter of » century has witnessed the rise of « in 
which has for its special object the purification of oar social morals. 
Christian men was first keenly sroused by some legislation of an insidious 
character, and various circumstances have since occurred which have 


teen to veal hurel The Social Purity Alli 
formed in 1873, and the Moral Reform Union originated early in 1881. The White 
Cross Army and the Church of England Purity Society also into the field as 
friendly allies and rivals of those associations. In June, 1 at the instance of the 
Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe, the “ Central Vigilance 
immorality ” was formed, and Mr. Webb-Peploe was 


Baptist, the Fireside News, the Family man, Word and Work, and the 
Sentinel. About eighteen mon a clause was adopted in the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act which extend ¢ liability to fine and imprisonment to the 


landlords as well as the tenants of property used for immoral purposes—a result to 
which there can be no doubt that the action of the religious press contributed not a 
little. 

We come now to consider the immense impulse which has been given to the 
movement during the bygone year. We ought to say first, however, that as far 
back as 1880, Mr. Alfred 8. Dyer and Mr. George Gillett had made the discovery 
of the dreadful traffic carried on with the Continent by an organized system in 
which English girls were the victims. It was on the occasion of a visit to Brussels 
that these two gentlemen succeeded in finding out and laying bare this infamous 
piece of villainy. A committee was formed in London for the suppression of the 
evil, with Mr. Gillett as Treasurer. Ata meeting held in his house in December, 
1884, the Gospel Purity Association was formed. Mr. Wookey, who had just 
returned from conducting a Purity Mission among the soldiers at Gibraltar, was 
appointed Secretary ; and, a few days afterwards, the head-quarters of the associa- 
tion were fixed at 31, Paternoster Square, in the heart of the great metropolis. Public 


‘meetings and missions began immediately to be held in various localities, and with 


very great effect. Mr. Charles James also, 2 young Welshman of great earnestness 
and oratorical power, appeared as a lecturer for the cause; and the year thus 
opened with some promise of success. Another important step was soon taken in 
the formation of a Women’s Union of the Gospel Purity Association, Mrs. E. H. 
Bradley, of Ealing, acceptiég the post of Organizing Secretary. The events which’ 
soon followed have made the year 1885 a year not th be soon forgotten. A trial 
took place at the Middlesex Sessions, after an examination at the Westminster 
Police Court, which showed the public how those who pandered to the vices of the 
great could not only reap golden harvests, but could live exempt from any fear of — 
being visited with the severer penalties of the law. Then came a most astounding 


J intensified the feelings then awaken to more 

if Shortly after the formation of this committee, a memorial was presented for its 
is : consideration by the editors of several religious papers, calling attention to the moral 

i} responsibility of owners of property with regard to its use for evil and vicious 
2 ; ‘purposes. To show the repfesentative character of the promoters of this memorial, 
i. | we have only to mention that it included the editors of the Record, the Christian, 
. | the Christian Commonwealth, the Christian Leader, the Christian Million, the 

| 
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revelation in the newspaper press of what went on among us; and this was followed 
by another trial, which proved that it was a much more dangerous thing to expose 
the vices of society than to give them countenanee and aid. The efforts and the sacri- 
fices, however, of the champions of the cause have not been lost. In August, the 
Criminal Law Amendment Bill was passed ; and since the new Parliament met, 
the odious statute of 1870 has been condemned by the House of Commons. The 
example of England has told powerfully on the Colonies and the United States ; 
and, in the latter country, a new periodical has appeared under the title of The 
Philanthropist, “ for the promotion of social purity,”’ ete. 

The names more especially connected with this movement in England are 
numerous and distinguished. We can only mention a few of these, in addition to 
those named already, such as Mr. Stansfeld, Professor Stoart, Sir R. N. Fowler, 
Mr. Samuel Smith, and the Revs. Charlies H. Spurgeon, Canon Wilberforce, Hugh 
Price Hughes, and Benjamin Waugh. Among the many ladies who have taken 
part in the movement may be named Mrs. Josephine E. Butler, Miss Ellice 
Hopkins, and Mrs. Booth. Others of eminent position have rendered most essential 
service, and, when the complete history of the movement is written, will be held 
in grateful remembrance. ‘‘ The Purity Crusade” (Morgan and Scott) gives the 
narrative of events down to the present time, with portraits of several of the leaders 
m the movement. We shall conclude by quoting the words of the Bishop of 
Durham, at a meeting held shortly after the revelations had been made public, last 
July. He said: “I do not think it would be possible to exaggerate the importance 
of the occasion. It is something far more important than a political crisis. A 
moral abscess is eating away the vitals of this country, poisoning ite blood and 
draining its life.” In a sermon preached by Mr. Spurgeon, referring to that mockery 
of a trial to which we have alluded, he closes a burning paragraph with these words : 
‘‘O God, have mercy on the land whose judgment seats and palaces are defiled with 
vice.” May we not hope and believe that the prayer is even now being answered ? 
Something has been really accomplished in legislation, and in the formation of 
Vigilance Committees to see that the law is carried out. Something has also been 
done in bringing home to the minds of our political leaders that the country will no 
longer wink at the patronage of vice in high quarters. Some means have been 
taken for guarding the young against the dangers to which they are exposed ; and 
last, though not least, in the list of results, is the rousing of the conscience of the 
Christian Church and of the nation to a deeper sense of responsibility in regard to a 
matter so vitally important. 


— 


A TOUCHING NARRATIVE AND APPEAL. 
By the Rev. B. La Trons, Moravian Missions Office, 29, Ely Place, London, B.C. 


THE EMIGRANTS OF SHADURA. 

For the last twenty years Volhynia, a 
province of Russia bordering on Poland, bas 
attracted colonists from the neighbouring 
countries, and thourands of Germans, Aus- 
trians, Poles, and Bohemians have settled 
upon the great wooded estates purchased by 
capitalists or by tors from the con- 
quered and impoverished Polish nobility. In 
1875, the estate of Shadura was bought on 
speculation by four Bobemians, At their 
invitation, several families came from their 


native land, aud were joined by others from 
Germany. The heterogeneous community thus 
originated might have gained a comfortable 
livelihood from the productive soil, but they 
began their undertaking without God, and 
they carried it on amid incessant bickerings 
about money matters, and the complications 
and debts involved in the tenure of their land. 
Bitter disappointment awaited those who had 
expected Shadura to be an earthly paradise. 


Hard times ensued, and, amid sore distress, 


the colonists at length began to seek after 
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“HOW MUCH OWEST THOU? 


God will be very much determined by his 
estimate of what hes been forgiven him. 
Simon the Pharisee might perhaps reply to 
Christ's parable, “ If there mast be mach sin 
in order that there may be much love, then 
this woman must continue to have more love 
than I have. I have lived « good life, and 
this ; i the 


Ordinarily, Christians contemplate the 
sufferings of Jesus as expressive of God's love. 
They aim at this: to be made acquainted 
with the length, breadth, height, and depth 
of the divine love there expressed. This is 
very important, and is, in fact, indispensable. 
Bat it is no less important that we should 
come to the Cross to learn the nature and 
magnitude of the sin that is forgiven us 
through the Cross. And we Wish in this 
article to urge upon our readers the desir- 
ableness of obtaining thia deep sense of sin- 
fulness, in order that our heart may respond 
with alacrity to the motives brought before 
us in the Gospel. Some, perhaps, will be 
ready to protest against this recommendation, 
calling to mind the unhappiness that they 
experienced when under a sense of unfor- 
given sin. Yes, but what we urge is thé 
right apprehension of the sin that bas been 
forgiven us; and the Spirit of God knows 


__ how to show us this, without letting us lose 


our hold on the grace of the Lord Jesus 


Christ. Indeed, how can we know the love 


and death, all combine to set forth the great- 
ness of my sin. The question for me is not 
what view society takes of my sin, but what 


than I imagined. I ask 
a flippant sort of way, indicating that I think 
very lightly of my offence. He may forgive 


offending party clings to his inadequate view 
of the fault committed, he cannot * 
true forgiveness. 

With my slight views of the nature of 
the offence, I will be likely to repeat it at 


H 


saying, “This will make it all righ 
you and me.” This would be adding 
to injury. Now there is too much 
to believe that there are very 
churches who deal thus with God and 
sins. They have a very defective 
of sin as committed against the 


BEES 


them to greater devotedness, fai 

because there is always this fundamental 
mis-estimate of the nature of their sin. Job 
was the model man of his day, yet when 
God appeared to him in glory, he exclaimed, 
“T have heard of Thee by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee ; wherefore 


Now there is a power in the Cross of Christ 
to set our sin before us as darkly as Job’s 
sin was brought before him. Many Chris- 
tians are daily asking God that they may 
grow in grace, and yet they neglect the 


Tax measure of a man’s devotednes to | 
of God, or be properly affected by it, anles 
we know the magnitade of our own demerit ? 
The sufferings of Christ, His humiliation, His 
numerous indignities, His agony, reprosch, 
; view God takes of it. God telle me this by 
& principle now propou must me in | pointing me to Him who bore my sins in His 
4 atau? Please observe, Simon, that what | owa body on the tree. A cursory perusal of 
. excites the love is the estimate of sin, and the Gospel record will affect me but little; 
| | the question for you is this: “ May I not be there must be prolonged daily meditation, 
4 brought to take a different view of my sin, | with much prayer, and with large expectation 
< so that it shall appear to me quite as heinous | of the Spirit's power to reveal this matter. 
' I treat cavalierly a person whom I afterwards 
| me, in the sense that he does not cherish any 
rancour ; bat really, what I am asking of him 
; is that he should adopt my low estimate of 
; | the offence, and acknowledge that he is not a 
; tf person of much consequence. There is no 
i} trae repentance in this case, anc there cannot 
i be any true forgiveness. So long as the 
. | engage in great labours, for the conversion of 
| others, There must, then, be some way 
| whereby a man can obtain a peculiarly deep | 
sense of his sinfulness. 
| 
| 
| 
| Raler of the universe. - And the multpliec 
| considerations brought before them to lead 
and 


HEART-UNION. 
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The power of God is always with those 
who glorify the Lord Jesus as a Saviour, and 
He saves one that really trusts in Him 
from his sins. The Lord is showing how He 
will work with power against the infidelity of 
the day. Sceptics who will read every clever 
book against Christianity, rarely study with a 
candid mind any one book on the evidences of 
Christianity. But if all believers trust Christ 
in them with confidence, and so are filled with 
the Holy Spirit and His blessed fruit, they 
will become living epistles of Christianity 
known and read of all men. If Christians 
would win unbelievers to Christ, so that 
may glorify God, then, besides speaking 
truth of the Gospel, they must let their “ light 
80 shine before men that they may see their 
good works” (Matt. v. 16). 

For instance, the world will never believe 
that God sent His Son to save sinners until 
Christians are made one in heart by the power 
of brotherly love. Nothing more is required 


they | 
the 


sectarian bitterness. He is able to make them 
one in heart, and this by simply moving their 


ing His people to see that not to love 
fellow-Christians is as plain disobedience 
His commandments as it 
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means which God has ordained for that par- and of the value of 
poss. If Paul excelled other Christians in himeclf had. Let us 
his devotedness, it was because he regarded of the Lord 
himeclf as the chief of sinners. As sin is vy Ay 
to be estimated by the greatness and yood-| HNN our sin. The readines that men 
ness of the being against whom it is com- about the sins of others, shows 
mitted, and as all sin is against God, we superficially they have studied the 
suppose it possible for one whom men might their own sinfulness, 
call the least of sinners to have’ as deep G. B. 
“I writ dwell in them, and walk in them; | for this heart-union between trac Christians 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my than simple, thorough obedience to one of 
- people” (2 Cor. vi. 16). Christ's commandments : “ A new command- 
How slow to believe are God's dear children | ment I give unto you, That ye love one 
in the “exceeding great and precious pro-| another; as I have loved you, that ye also 
mises"! It is because they have attained to so | love one another” (John xiii. 34). The Lord 
little experience of fellowship with Him who | Jesus will enable every helieving heart, with- 
dwelleth within them; the flesh still rises | out one exception, which sincerely desires to 
up ; the old self life makes its voice heard, | renounce all separating selfishness, all pride 
and a whole EER of Christ is not | and self-conceit, to obey this new command- 
rendered. [ERE to search our ways, and| ment. Is it not wicked unbelief to doubt 
ses may for-| this? The Lord is able and willing to work 
show to us that, with all | at this time a greater miracle of love than the 
and power, He is| cleansing of ten lepers. He is able to cleanse 
dwelling in His people to keep them, to use| millions of Christians from the leprosy of 
with joy and 
Christ really | hearts to obey, at any sacrifice of long-estab- 
s heart, so that | lished habits of thought and action, every one 
He is trusted for grace and power sufficient | of His commandments, and amongst them the 
for every temptation and for every daty, He | new commandment, which constrains all who 
never fails to make His yoke easy and His | yield themselves up to obey Him to love one 
burden light, and His love constrains to «| another. The Lord is able to do this at once. 
whole-hearted surrender to God, and to joy in | He is now making His people willing to obey 
His service. Him in this day of His power. He is lead- 
eir 
Let a man obey nine of the ten command- 
ments, and only disobey the eighth ; will his 
ninefold obedience save him from the right- 
eous chastisement of justice? Let a Christian 
only fail to obey the new commandment which 
requires him to love his fellow-believers as 
Christ bas loved him, and the habitual, wilful | 
disobedience of that one commandment may 
shut Christ out of his heart, prevent his 
receiving the joy of the Lord to be his 
strength, and leave him to wither in all the 
danger, dissatisfaction, and impotence of « 
lukewarm Christianity. It is simply impos- 
sible to surrender the heart to obey the Lord 
Jesus in all things in the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and yet to continue in sectarian strife, 
and cold, unloving separation. | 
Let the truth go forth among the churches | 
that a wilfully-partial obedience to the com- 


5 


of Christ, “ That ye love one another as I have 
you,” will as certainly render real com- 


will be fresh in the memory of many of our 
readers. Mr. Stanley P. Smith, in a letter 
dated the 10th of last January, has written to’ 
the Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance as 
follows, from his station, Ping-Yang-Fu, 
Shansi :— 

“We have just finished the Week of 
Prayer ; and though a small party—-Mr. Hoste, 
Mr. C. T. Studd, and myself, of out mission, 
and Mr. D. Evans, of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society—-yet we have had no small 
tokens of the Lord’s presence with us. Mr. 
Hoste came from his station, forty miles away, 
to join us. Of the six days I do not know 
which was the most helpful. We found 
abundant cause for praise in the war between 
Russia and England having been averted, 
the stoppage of war between France and 


to expect great things, to ask great things 
this year—for the great spread of His 
dom, and, above all, for the uanction of 
Spirit upon the whole Church to unite us 


the Lord impressing on us freshly the lessons 
of finding our all in God—that God is the 
blessing—that we are one with a risen Christ, 


China, the open door given to missionaries, 


and it was our’s to maintain by faith the posi- 


- 
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q ! mands of the Lord is worthless ; that none look at the difficulties, but rather at the love 
: of His servants can please Him who live is and power of God. Every man whom the 
. wilful disobedience to any one of His com-| grace of God leads to surrender himeclf tw 
; - mands; and thet the new commaodment, | Christ, to walk by faith in Him in « whole- 
: “That ye love one another as I have loved hearted obedience to every one of His com- 
4 you,” must be obeyed, Then surely, the mandments, becomes of necessity an advocate 
lowe of Christ will constrain, the Holy Ghost | of heart-anion amongst all trae Christians. 
3 will enable, the hearts of all trae Christians | May it become distinctly recognised thet 
Ny thus to love one another, If the Lord, in | wilfal disobedience to the new commandment 
His grace and love, and by His wondrous | 
power, pour out the Holy Spirit to produce | 
whole-hearted, unevasive obedience to all His | munion with God as impossible as 
commands, the miracle of heart-anion among | be if you disobeyed habitually the command, 
| all true Christians, of all denominations, will | “ Thou shalt not steal.” Then surely Chris 
: be wrovght ; a standing miracle, permanent | tians will, in the power of God, give up, at 
’ im ite results, and visible to all, in every | any cost, the habit of sectarian jealousy and 
‘ town, in every parish, of the land. Is this| the exclasivenese of ecclesiastical pride, and 
: impossible Surely not, if all true Christians | lay aside every weight of prejadice, and the 
| ; are brought to see that Christ will not give | sin of uncbaritableness which does so easily 
| them His fall peace, and joy, and power, | beset us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and 
| | Finisher of our faith, the Creator of brotherly 
' love, the Rewarder of a whole-hearted obedi- 
' ence, the Saviour whose dying intercession is 
fresh in the memory of His Almighty Father 
—-“ That they all may be one; as Thou, 
, te Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they 
| also may be one in us; that the world may 
| bringing warmth with it, can | believe that Thou hast sent me” (John 
| i ever. The prayer of the Saviour | xvii. 21) 
| , about to receive, by the power of “Grace be with all them that love our 
g ost blessed answer even in our time | Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, Amen” 
A VOICE FROM THE MISSION FIELD. 
Tue deep interest excited last year by the 
band of devoted young men from Cambridge 
| who, with the earnest desire to preach the 
. Gospel to the heathen, had joined the Inland 
China Mission and proceeded to that country, 
| Head, present & common front to the foe. 
Personally, we found it to be a blessed season, 
| from Mr. Evans, and on it was written, ‘ Praise 
| | God for me; I am dead, and Christ is my life.’ 
| He said be received this blessing during the 
L Week of Prayer. It has been precious to 
ti | think, in this far-off spot, that we have been 
if ) meeting with so many thousands of our 
Z brethren and sisters in Christ, and to be able 
| ee | to praise our Father for the blessing which 


EVANGELIZATION 

. Paston M. Kuwwepr Aver, in the follow- 
ing letter, dated “ Jumet, April 6, 1886,” 
people in this 


IN BELGIUM, 


5 


tributions ; we fear lest they should be obliged 
todiminish them. Up to the present time we 
have not been able to find in the country 
sufficient resources to conduct our. work. 


sufferings of our countrymen to lead them to 
anarehy, before the Church of Rome, which 


hides from them the Word of Life? No ; that 
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we feel ore He has been giving to the | ‘Thou art my servant Israel, in whom I will 
different in His name. The texts | be glorified,’ and ‘I will command my bies- 
i on me for Christians this year are, | ing upon you.’ ” NX 
might have been tempted to join the 
Since the troops have come, 
has been restored ; bat the future is . 
country, and the of the Evangeli- | nevertheless wery dark. In places where 
cal Alliance (7, Adam Siret, Shrand) will strikes have not yet broken out, as nt La 
be happy to receive and forward any con Louvibre, and in the’neighbourhood of Mons 
tributions that may be entrusted to their | I of the working classes 
care :-— HE greater than at Charleroi. We think 
“You have heard of the disgracefal riots 
which have lately taken place im the great | 
mining and manufacturing district of | 
Charleroi. It is there that our churches of 
Charleroi, Jumet, and Courcelles are situated. 
We are deeply touched with the marks of ! 
sympathy which we have received from our HE which we have been entrusted. 
brethren abroad ; we know that agreat many But the members of our congregations, almost 
of them have been and are with us in prayer. | all of them converts from Roman Oatholiciem, 
for these precious encouragements; we need cannot expect them now to increase their con- 
them greatly in the difficult circumstances 
which we are going through. Those who are 
interested in the work of evangelization in 
Belgium will be happy to hear that the | 
members of our congre What, then, will befall us now? Shall we 
part either in the strikes have to retreat before the advancing forces of 
Liege, or in the riots of t infidelity, which are taking advantage of the 
provinces of Hainaut and 
Friday, at La Louvitre. 
enough to be able to say _weeannot do In so perplexing a situation, we 
their congregations, have no other alternative than to have : 
districts crowded with a | recourse to our friends abroad, and to beseech 
Catholic population, have behaved like | them to help us. We recommend ourselves 
Christians. This fact is worthy of notice, for, | instantly to their sympathy and to their 
in the midst of the general uproar, and suffer- | prayers, and we wait upon the Lord with the 
ing from great poverty, as they almost all do, | assurance that Ho will not forsake us.” 
FRANCE. 
[From our own Correspondent. } Toase. The Rev. Charles Cook, his 
April 16, 1886. | successor, and other valued brethren, of 
Iz will be welcome tidings to all acquainted glowing faith and aggressive action, ministered ! 
with the capital and its evangelistic resources there until 1869, when the handsome edifice 
to learn that, after several years’ interim, the | of the Rue Requépine was ready to receive : 
Rue Royale Chapel is again open, and wider | the congregation, Freach and English. The | 
open than ever, for the preaching of the vacated chapel then passed into the hands of ‘3 
Gospel, Above five.and forty years ago, on | the English Congregationalists, ‘under the 
the oceasion of the Wesleyan Centenary, the | ministry of the genial and loving Rev. | 
chapel, built bythe Methodists, was opened | Baron Hart, so lately lost to Paris by his | 
under the superintendence of the Rev. W. | retirement to his native country. He shared 5 
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of tation 
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The total of 


Th 
de 
aids 
would 
to 
alliance spirit, 
to us all, 
ve caved in 
those it is in 
are 


& 


com plete. 
The appreciation 
of the American Ct 
hy ind 
inflnen 
relation 
which 
re 
ch to 
past 
to the 
services 
bas been constant 
L 


ile; 


GERMANY. 


Bill will also find the 


In other 


Deputies. 


little 


Parliament 


to give a small 


perintendents for the n 


have to do in 


they 


was only referred to a 


the 
Nobody 


[From our own Correspondent. } 


Tae new Bill 
vernment to the Roman See has been 


in the House of Lords than was 
Bishop K 2pp, who has recent! 


Berlin, April 15, 1886, the House of 
on the relations of our Go- | we alwa 


longer | that our 
expected. 


y been created | of Baron Lilieneron 
made a few amend-/| the eu 


ments in Committee which were intended 
to increase the 


On the other 


a member of the House, 


,concessions made to Rome. onl 


ope | thing was done with 


hand, it was said that the P 


only intended to announce at 


af 
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iu 
and 
to distrust it, 
Christianity, have 
are not 
| a bigh pulpit of 
friends—true, earnest hearts who k 
| uty arose after 
if er, during which 
| spirit of prayer 
| | upon the people. 
| 
|) — 
if: 
| present all the | Stocker, to grant 
t were to be newly appointed to parishes in our 
: ament, but not to acknowledge in | pleaded with was 
| the necessity of doing so. This, | of our capital. 
greatly diminished the wish, even | opponent said th 
— ‘ive members of the House, | what is 
, ions; and when, a fortn 
| came to be 
referred ag 
moment the 
if 
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such a bed example. It is clear. that 
the increased opportanity, the spirit of : 


It is always pleasant to turn from these 
things to the more hopeful efforts of practical 
Sanday by the Berlin City Mission 
now reached the number of 100,000, and 
was celebrated by a special meeting last 


than any others, came, and 
will have received a bless- 


Hamburg, the twenty-fifth anniversary 
Auschas Chapel, with its numerous 


—pastors, [t is only said now that the Berlin 
Branch of the Protestanten-Verein means 
to oppose the introduction of the new Hymn- 
book. In some smaller German countries 


do. The chapel was built by a private com- | religious author, was attacked in a most igno- 
mittee to meet the great want of churches, | minious pamphlet by one of his fellow- 
Now quite a system of institutions emanates | clergymen, because in the address he gave in 
from Berlin he said a few words against the state 
The special week of prayer for full sancti- | of things in Bremen, where the denial of all 
fication of the Lord’s Day was observed here | Bible truths is considered as equally justifiable 
at the daily noon prayer meetings (29, | as the preaching of the Gospel. 
ITALY. 


WALDENSIAN CHURCH. 


Tae Conferenza Generale (General As- 
sembly) of the Waldensian Church Missions 
was held in Florence on the 30th of March 


bers in all—with power to (debate) deliberate 
(voto deliberativo); Dr. 8. Gay and the Rev. 
J. R. Macdougall having the “voto con- 
sultivo.” The Executive was then elected, 
and as follows: Sig. Dolt. Prof, P. Geymonat, 
President; Dolt. G. Comandi, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Giulio Bonnet, Giovanni Luzzi, 

After thanking the Assembly for having con- 
ferred on him the honour of presiding over the 
deliberations, Professor Geymonat said words — 
well worth noting: “ We are gathered together ~ 
to inaugurate a new epoch in the history of 
the evangelization of Italy. One epoch has 
passed away. In five and thirty years the 
Reformers did their work. We find ourselves 
living at a critical moment. 

L 
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Behrenstrasse) ; and, besides, at daily special 
|} evening meetings in the north of Berlin, 
The- Commiitee of the German Evangeli- 
sation Society met here and appointed Pro- 
fessor Pfieiderer, of Berne, for the “ Johann- 
eam” at Bonn, After his arrival, this 
institution, founded ty Professor Christlieb, 
will really become, what it is meant to be, 
a echool for training evangelists. 
Mission society has been formed to| It is now twenty-five years since fall re- 
Gospel in the newly-acquired | ligious liberty was granted to the Lutheransand 
in the East of Africa. Calvinists in Austria. A deputation of these 
of the German Sunday-school Churches waited upon the Ea.peror of Austria 
tions thirty new Sunday-schools | to express their gratitude. His Majesty re- 
1885. ceived the deputation, and said that he would 
oung Men’s Christian Association | always gladly protect his Protestant sub- 
here, although admitting young men of all | jects. 
classes, has sometimes special meetings for| Here, in Berlin, we hear comparatively - 
a distinct class of society, in order to draw | little of the “‘ Liberal ”"—I mean Rationalist 
them into the work. Among the most inte- 
resting of these meetings are those for waiters. 
As these people are occupied till late at night, 
the midnight hour must be chosen. Last 
Monday, 200 of these men, who are more sub | they have greater influence. In Gotha, 
magi for instance, great oppusition is now. made 
we trust that against the new General Superintendent, The 
ing. last one, Mr. Schwartz, was a leader of the 
In Protestanten-Verein; and now the Duke has 
institutions, shows what Christian effort can | In Bremen, Pastor Fancke, the well-known 
last, At the previous Conferenza Generale 
the question was discussed, whether repre 
sentatives holding certain positions had 
the right of being representatives; as, for 
instance, whether a member of one mission 
church could be received as a delegate for 
another, etc. At the present Conferenza it 
was determined for the moment that the 
following should be recognized as entitled to 
compose it: The members of the Committee 
of Evangelization, the professors of the School 
of Theology, the pastors of the churches of 
the mission, the representatives of the | 
churches and their councils—sixty-two mem- | 
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quarters ago, 
spiritual death, had prayer meetings for | vanish sway when the minister takes part 
the first time. They were beld in the parson-| imeclf in them. I have received many 

: and I next 

Bad i in a report of seventeen pages in my journal, 
lends 1,600 copies 
hope thereby 
Prayer more 


a capital interpreter. He threw himself most heartily into the work, and was in every way 
of great assistance. It was a new experience entirely to be speaking through an interpreter ; 
but, thank God, His Word is what does the work, and I felt sure that if only that Word 
could come home to the people in the power of the Spirit, we could do without personal 
appeal or rousing speech. I found anecdotes and illustrations very useful, though the diffi- 
culty was to find out what kind of illustration was really helpfal and could be understood. 
The Yoruba people are very fond of parables and riddles, so that they readily grasp simple 
illustrative preaching. I found the Rev. James Johnson, the pastor of St. Paul's, had a good 
band of workers to help in the after-meetings, and others came from the other churches; so 
that with the native clergy we had a band of about forty workers, who were employed every 
evening in dealing with those ‘troubled in their hearts’ about their sin. The names and 
addresses of those thus dealt with were placed on slips of paper provided for the purpose, 
and given to the clergy. They were at the close of the mission examined, and each pastor 
promised to look after those living in his district, or coming to his church. It was very 
interesting to see these native workers, Bible in hand, dealing with 
inquirers. Many interesting details of after-meeting work could be told. 
is, of course, the immorality ; but there were many who professed to 
Deliverer from this sin. I think most of those who call themselves ‘ Christian polygamists ’ 
came to the services. I received letters from several of them, and one in a long letter 
attempted to prove his position from Scripture. These men, though rigorously excluded 
from the Church, still keep up a profession of Christianity: the form of godliness remains 
without the power.” 

We are informed by a letter from Mr. H. C. G. Moule, of Ridley Hall, Cambridge, that 
“the Secretary of the Cambridge C.M. Union has received an interesting letter from the 
President (the Rev. H. M. Fenger, Licentiate in Theology, a degree equivalent to our B.D.) 
of the University Missionary Union of Copenhagen. The President's letter, in English, 
introduces @ copy, in German, of the Annual Report of the Union; a report full of interesting 
and suggestive details. Herr Fenger, in his very kind and cordial letter, asks for the Report 
of our Cambridge University ‘C.M.U.’ in retarn, ‘in acknowledgment of the importance of 
becoming acquainted with each other's practice, thereby to derive advantage, both for imi- 
tation and for correction of errors.’ The Report explains that the Union owes its origin to 


150 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. [May 1, 1886, 
came, and they came again and again. _ meetings, and it is 
in this parish, where I came wed three. | gratifying, see that ll doubes an to the 
places it was the minister of the parish who known and respected. 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCTETY. 
| Tar Church Missionary Intelligencer contains a report of the “Special Mission” at 
) Lagos and Sierra Leone, conducted by the Rev. 8. W. Darwin Fox, Mrs. Fox, and the Rev. 
F. W. Dodd ; the last named of whom has written the report. Mr. Dodd says: “ Our first 
service was held on the evening of December 6, when, after a brief form of prayer, the Bishop 
intruduced me to the people, stating the objects of the work, and exhorting all to take advan- ,, 
tage of the services. There must have been 1,400 or 1,500 people present. The Rev. C. 
Phillips, native missionary at Ode Ondo, interpreted into the Yoruba language, and proved 
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reports of work and opportunity are sometimes varied by essays on kindred subjects; such as 
the ‘ Evidential Value of Missions,’ and the ‘Connexion between Missions and Civilization.’ 
The Report speaks of the value of this work as a means, not oaly of informing the audience, 


AMERICAN BOARD. 


cost of such « mission as Mr. Arthington proposes would be at the vutset not less than 8,000 


dollars or 10,000 dollars per annum. 
One of the pleasant indications that the mission of the American Board in Austria 


is accomplishing the end for which it was designed is the growing friendliness of many 
of the pastors in Bohemia. During the Week of Prayer several of the believing pastors 
from the towns about Prague came to the city to attend the meetings held in 


poverty of the people, seems to be increasing. The Government, because of its war expenses, 
is extorting the taxes even from those who would seem to have nothing to pay. We learn 
ef one poor woman in the interior who was tied to a tree with a large bag of stones about her 
neck, for the purpose of compelling her to pay taxes. In another place a sick man had his 
bed taken from him and sold; other persons are beaten, and some are sent te prison. It isa 
sad ery of poverty which now comes up from all parts of the Turkish Empire. Of course, 
the mission churches will, on this account, be greatly hindered in their efforts toward self- 
support, and much promising work which has been pegun must either be discontinued, or 
help must be rendered for a longer period than we had hoped. Turkey has just obtained, 
by the consolidation of Bulgaria, a barrier on her north-western frontier against both Russia 
and Austria. If she were wise, she would see that this practical defence against her old foes 
was secured in part through the wisdom and energy given to the Bulgarians by the education 
and Christian institutions furnished them. She owes more to Robert College than she now 


the awakening of a new zeal for the extension of the kingdom of God, during a tour in 
Denmark by the missionary, Herr Skrefsrud, in 1881-2. His ‘glowing missionary sermons, 
serviee, made the need of some such organization and the present Union was founded 
February, 1882. The Report describes the method of the meetings. They are monthly, 
and this means, allowing for vacations (that is, for January, June, July, and August), eight 
meetings in the year. The members meet in ‘a large, comfortable room in a public hostel 
for students.’ Singing and prayer open the meeting. Then follows the missionary address, 
given sometimes, and as often as possible, by a visitor—home-clergyman, or missionary on 
furlough, sometimes by a member. It is a special happiness when an actual missionary is 
the speaker. Dr. Obristlieb, of Bonn, a name well known and honoured in England, has 
also spoken. Then follow questions, developing sometimes into a brief discussion ; after 
which a quarter of an hour's interval is made for the purpose of social intercourse. A very ; 
interesting part of the evening's work follows upon this. A member of the Union mounts 
the platform to read a report, or résumé, of recent work in some defined district of the 
mission-field. This has been worked up after careful study of recent missionary literature, 
periodical or otherwise ; and among the periodicals used is the Church Mismonary [ntelli- 
gencer, and among the books, Mr. Hudson Taylor's ‘China’s Need and Claims.’ These 
but of stimulating the readers of papers to make a further and independent study of particular 
missions, and the missionary subject in general. Some twelve members have already read 
| papers, and all the twelve have borne witness to this personal benefit. The one disad- 
vantage of the method, so says the Report, is that the meetings last rather long. Often 
they do not break up till 11 P.™.” 
The Boston Missionary Herald informs us that “ Mr. Robert Arthington, of Leeds, in 
England, has recently offered to place at the disposal of the American Board a fund of £5,000, 
the income of which, amounting perhaps to 1,250 dollars annually, shall be expended, on 
certain conditions, in prosecuting a mission on the east coast of Africa among the Masai and 
ported by these pastors, the Rev. Mr. Clark was invited to make anaddress. Thus opposition 
and indifference give place to friendliness. On the first Sunday of January seven persons 
were received into the Free Church at Prague.” 
The Herald says: “The distress throughout the Turkish Missions, by reason of the 


village, which, though speedily quelled, threatened for s time serious consequences. 
Two or three men sought to incite the people against the foreigners, and made the 
employment of certain to bring up coal from 


In regard to some of these missions in the the Herald says: “‘ We are sorry to be 
compelled to allode again to the intrusion of certain Baptists among the mission churches 
of Asia Minor, though we are glad to repeat that such intrusion 


BAPTIST 


the death of John Maynard, of the Congo 
i . The record of his last illness is very 
comforting. Referring to his departure for the Congo, Mr. Biggs enys : 
“* Of all the missionaries who left England in the Laualaba, the opinion seemed to be pretty 
general that Jobn Maynard being, so to speak, half acclimatised, would be the last to succumb 
to the effects of the terrible climate of the South-west Coast. Johu Maynard has left behind 
him the sweet savour of an unassuming character and gentle disposition. His life was copse- 
erated to the service of his Divine Lord and Master, and he is now receiving the ‘ Well done, ~ 
good and faithful servant ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.’” 
The last news from the Congo comes in a letter from Mr. Percy Comber. He says: “ In 
the towns around work is very encouraging. We were able to stop witch palaver last week, 
which, without our interference, would probably have resulted in the sacrifice of two women 
by the poisoned water that would have been given them to drink. I had a long talk with 
the chief about it, and afterwards spoke to him about our services in the town, asking him 
if he could give us a house in which to hold our meetings. He most willingly assented, and 
has promised to clear out and set in order the largest and best built house in the town for 
our services; it will be called ‘ Nzo a Nzambi ’—or ‘House of Ged ’—by the natives, and is 
to be sacred for our meetings. Next Lord’s-day we hope to have our first service there.” 


— 
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dreams. If she would have a berrier against Russie on her eastern border, she would fuster 
the schools aed Christian institutions now planted in Asia Minor, and would conse her perse- 
cutions of these who are her best friends. 
the cocasion of an 7 
the usual signal for slarm,—and rushed to the mission premises, which were soon barred 
against them For a few moments a conflict seemed inevitable, but apparently the rioters 
did not dare to carry out their plan. For several succeeding nights the premises were 
| guarded by the native Christians. ° After a week of excitement, the four leaders of the rioters ) 
were arrested by order of the district magistrate, who was prompted to do this, not by his 
own love of jnatice, bat by « telegram from the Viceroy, who had received the representations 
of the United States officials, to whom the fects had been comummnicated by telegraph. 
When Dr. Porter wrote, the ringleader was in gaol, other offenders had made a humble 
apology, and « compact of eight articles had been signed by the village elders as « security 
. against further trouble The people were in amazement over the rapidity and foree of the 
telegraph in its sapport of the foreigners. The missionaries are not likely to be again 
troubled in ‘his way.” 
| 
as matter of fact. their labours are entirely among Protestant churches. So far as is known, 
not’a single person has become a convert to their views who has not been connected with an 
evangelical church under the care of the American Board. This, clearly, is not preaching 
the Gospel, but is introducing schism among believers.” 
| “The recent publication of a Bible Dictionary in Marathi marks a new and important 
step in the provision of @ Christian literature for India. The volume has been prepared 
by the Rev. H. J. Bruce, of Satara, using Schaffs Bible Dictionary as a basis, but 
| abridging and enlarging the articles, and adding new ones to meet the peculiar needs of 
the people of India. The Indian Witness and the Bombay Guardian speak in warmest 
terms of the book, as a production of greatest value for the churches of India. Application 
has already been made for permission to translate the dictionary into the Bengali and Urda 
languages.” 
| 
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Alliance. 


Regent's Park College, on Tuceday, May 18, from 4 to 6 Lord Polwarth (President 


Cards of invitation may be obtained by application to the Secretaries, 7, Adam Street, 
Strand, w.c. 


— 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Tae usual monthly meeting of Council Miss Greenland, Ramagate. 
was held on Thursday, April 15; Donald — 
Matheson, presiding. The Scriptares Mrs. Tienes, Belfast. 
were read by the Chairman, and prayer was Mrs. Morley, Jersey 
offered by the Rev. J. S. Russell. Miss Robins, Nice. 

iss Ethel Virtue, Nice. 
NEW MEMBERS. Mrs. Hom Nice. 
The following persons were unanimously 
Seis Pastor a 
admitted to membership C. Paithfall, Nice. 
-General Warren, London. Rev. Robert Henderson, Nice. 
Miss Bowra, Nice. 
Rev. P. Warschawski, London. Mies Charlotte Hacket, Nice. 

Miss Donne, London. | Mr. M Mitehell, Nice. 

Miss E. Donne, London. ver, Cannes. 
Mrs. H. J. Fuller, London. Mrs. Calver, Cannes. 

Rev. A. R. Watson, London. Mr. Jobn Anderson, Cannes. 
Miss Robertson, C. J. Mott, Keq., Cannes. 

Mrs. M. A. Prichard, Upper Norwood. Pasteur 8. Marrauld, Cannes. 

R. M. Lithgow, Eeq., Gisegow. Rev. P. W. Minto, Cannes. 

Mrs. EXttringham, South Shields. General Meade, Cannes. 

Miss E. Daniel, Lee. Mrs. Meade, Cannes. 

Miss K. Rose, Lee. Mrs. F. B. Bishop, Cannes. _ 
Mrs, Paynter, Stoke, Surrey. Mies P. M. Bishop, Cannes. 
Mrs. Graham, Riebmond. Mrs. Heury Boyce, Bordighera. 

Miss Pattrick, Cambridge. Mrs. Rose, 

W. Gerald Padwick, Eeq., Brighton. Mra. Holt Skiuner, Bordighera. 

Miss Fraser, Brighton. Rev. — Young, Mentone. 

Rev. Alex. Lake, Edinburgh. Pasteur Dela Mentone. 

General Sir Ogle, Bart., San 

Mrs. Young, Hill. : Reme. 

David Young, u.d., Red Hill Rev. G. L. Fenton, Sau Remo. 

Mrs. Williamson, Ramagate. Mies Macdonald Lockhart, San Remo. 
Miss Williamsov, Ramegste. Cheyne Brady, Esq., San Remo. 
Miss Sarah Jossie Dodd, Ramegate. Rev. J. 8. Anderson, j 
Mies M. B. Gadler, Ramegate. Mrs. Anderson, Spezia. 

Mrs. Chancellor, Ramagate. Rev. Edward Clarke, Spezia. 


ANNUAL OONVERSAZIONE, MAY 18, 1886, 
Tum Council have the pleasure to ammounce to members and friends that, by the kind 
af the Evangelical Alliance) will preside, and the Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe will give an 
address on “‘ God's Threefeld Creation.” The Rev. J. J. Varnier, of Messina, and other 
foreign brethren, are expected to be present, several of whom, as time may permit, wil! 
address the meeting. This gathering of the Lord's people belonging to the various 
Evangelical churches, while manifesting the unity of the Spirit by which all have been 
baptised into “ one Body,” will afford also the opportunity for brotherly intercourse. The 
Council hope that all will assemble in the spirit of prayer and expectation, that the meeting 
may become a season of refreshing and strengthening from the presence of the Lord. 
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QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 
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to the order of either of the Secretaries 


Lieut.-General Field, c.8., and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 
Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 
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